
Current Scholarship Families & 
Organizations



The MasterMind Group consists of like minded individuals, 

who not only aim to accomplish personal goals, but seeks to motivate each 

other. The group meets biweekly to partake in personal development and 

discuss progress in individual and collective goals. Through these meetings, 

one shared goal is to give back to the community.  Whether it is through 

mentorship, scholarships or community service; our respective communities 

have played a significant role in where we are today. By creating this 

scholarship, we hope to inspire one high school student to pursue higher 

education and reduce the financial obstacles that stand in between.

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 
501C(3) organization whose mission is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students 
to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!
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RUSSELL H. COSTLEY 
Memorial Scholarship
1940-2021

Russell Costley was born in Long Branch, New Jersey. After
graduating from Long Branch High School, he continued his studies 
at Morgan College (now Morgan State University). Later studies at 
Rutgers, Bowie State, and the University of Maryland proved beneficial for 
his tireless work in Calvert County.

While in Calvert County, he served as a teacher, administrator, and worked in the guidance department during 
his tenure with the Calvert County Public School System.  Because of his passion for teaching, he along with his 
wife Gloria, would open their home to students throughout the years, providing guidance and a nurturing spirit.  
This action and various support of programs and initiatives in the school system helped make a positive impact 
for many youths in the county. 

In keeping with his life-long commitment to education, Russell was a charter member of Advocates for Student 
Scholastic Enrichment Team (A.S.S.E.T.), a group created to provide first generation college potentials and their 
parents with the information and tools needed to navigate high school and emerge college ready. 

Russell Costley received numerous awards, accolades, recognitions, and honors for his achievements in educa-
tion and service to the community.  While serving as President, Board of Trustees of the Calvert County Public 
Library System, he was blessed to see a new Calvert County Library building in Prince Frederick, Maryland. The 
street the library sits on bears his name.  He was also an active member of Christ Episcopal Church located in 
Port Republic, Maryland.

Russell spent his life serving two key institutions: Education and Church.  Those under his guidance became 
entrepreneurs, teachers, and leaders in the community.  Living by the motto “If I can help somebody as I pass 
along, then my living shall not be in vain,” Russell Costley was able to make a difference that will be felt for 
generations to come. 

LEAP Forward Inc. is especially appreciative of Mr. Costley’s foresight.  With his direction and suggestion, our 
very first scholarships in memory of Mr. Wallace Leeper were awarded in 1998. 

It is with great pleasure that LEAP Forward administers this scholarship in honor of a man who is most 
worthy to have his legacy continued by supporting those he held dear for many years.  




GLENDA LEE BELL BOYD 
    Memorial Scholarship

Glenda Lee Bell Boyd was born in Bad Hersfeld, Germany on January 21, 1960. At an early age Glenda Lee Bell
Boyd accepted Jesus Christ in her life, as her personal Savior. To say she was outgoing would be an understatement.  She 
was very active in the Brownies, Girl Scouts, Ballet, Majorettes, Cheerleading, Choir and Track, just to name “a few things”. 
She attended Baltimore City school for a year and finished at Calvert High in Calvert County. She loved her friends 
unconditionally and treasured her high school experiences.

After graduation, she matriculated and continued her education at Bowie State University for 2 years, before joining the 
U.S. Air Force. Glenda was dedicated to serving her country. She completed basic training at Lackland AFB, in Texas and 
was stationed at Holloman Air Force Base, in New Mexico and Yokota Air Base, in Japan. During her time in Japan, I had 
the fortune of being able to visit my beloved daughter Glenda, and my beautiful grandson Rob, in 1984 in Yokota, Japan. 
The time spent will remain one of my most cherished and precious memories.

Glenda served diligently as an “Apprentice Inventory Management Specialist” and excelled at the rank of Airman First 
Class. Further proving how well her academic prowess served her. Glenda was always one to take advantage of all training 
opportunities.  ”. She was also very proud and appreciative at being listed in, “Who’s Who in America” publication for her 
many accomplishments, as well. She never took any of her accolades for granted.

Glenda’s service to the military is recognized at “The Women’s Memorial”, in Arlington, VA – “Women in Military Service 
for America”. 

My precious, dearest, most special daughter is truly my gift from God. She was a joy and a breath of fresh air to me, her 
father, her brothers, her extended family members, and her many friends. She was so full of love and always expressed how 
she felt to everyone she met. She never hesitated to say, “I love you” in every conversation. Glenda’s smile was contagious, 
and her laugh would brighten any room.  

As a very proud Mother, Glenda cherished her only son, Robert Earl Boyd, II, who was her pride and joy.  And I thank and 
praise God daily for allowing me to be blessed to be his second mother and raise him to be a respectable, kind young man.
Sweetheart, the only comfort I take in your absence, is knowing that you are in beautiful heaven and at peace. Please know 
that my love for you is endless, like the infinity circle.

Life can be so hard at times, but with God, you get through it by His strength and my desire is to share the joy of her life 
with others and to encourage others to pursue their military dreams. And it is with great pleasure, that I, Glenda’s mom 
along with her family, create this scholarship opportunity in her loving memory.    

Gratefully,
Mother Mary Ann Bell

LAUNCHING EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FORWARD is a not-for-profit 501 c3 organization whose mission is to encourage 
underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!



BERTRAM PERNELL BELL 
Memorial Scholarship

Bertram Pernell Bell was born on November 14, 1963 and at a very early age, he accepted Jesus Christ 
as his Savior. While in his 11th grade of school, Bertram made the decision to disenroll from high school and 
become a member of Job Corp. During his time in Job Corp, he thrived. He took pride in everything he did 
while enrolled with the organization. 

Bertram also took pride in his passion for cars. He would detail them so well he eventually established his own 
detailing business, in which he named, “Bell’s Prestige Touch”. He detailed RVs, boats, SUVs, motorcycles, and 
cars. And while vehicles and detailing were something he was committed to; his foremost devotion was to his 
family. He found joy in life from loving and providing for them and his many friends as well.

From the first moment I held my beloved son, Bertram Pernell Bell in my arms, and looked into his little 
trusting eyes, my life became more purposeful. As a mother of two other precious jewels at the time, God 
then blessed me with another precious gem, my son Bertram. Each time God blessed me with a child, I was 
endowed more and more with the kind of joy and happiness that not even all the riches of the world could 
compare to. And although each of my children were and are different, I still and always will love each of 
them with the same loving fervent that only a mother could give.  

My children know how proud I was of Bertram…Even until this day. He made me so happy and brought so 
much joy and happiness to my life. Bertram, Glenda, Jamie, Kevin, and Glen are my “five heartbeats”.  They 
continue to give eternal love and invaluable memories for all who know and love them to cherish in this 
lifetime and hereafter.

Bertram was a great dad and I thank God for all my precious grandchildren. They are a source of pride and 
joy. They bring so much sunshine into my life daily, much in the way their father did, and I am so grateful to 
God for all the wonderful memories I have left to cherish. 

I miss my son dearly and my love for him is like a circle that will never end. But I understand he is in a better 
place free of strife. He endured pain as a good soldier, and he always made the best of his situation with his 
incomparable smile, kindness, and determination. Now he is with Jesus, Glenda, his grandparents, his uncles, 
his aunts, and his cousins in Paradise. My spirit will always be connected to his spirit.  

I love you Bertram and it is with great honor that I establish this scholarship in your memory to create a 
legacy of giving to provide a helping hand to others who persevere despite challenges.  

Lovingly submitted by Mom (Ms. Lady…Smile!)

LAUNCHING EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FORWARD is a not-for-profit 501 c3 organization whose mission is to encourage 

underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!

















Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 501C(3) organization  
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THOMAS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP  

The Thomas Family Scholarship is in honor of our lineage past, 

present and future.  Our family history dates back to the 1800 with 

Lemuel and Mary Frances Hutchins Thomas raising their children 

in Calvert County, Maryland.

Lemuel and Mary raised their children to 

be anchored in the Lord and to be 

people of good moral character.  

As the generations have increased, 

we have had some ups and 

downs, as many families have 

experienced.  Through it all, 

the Thomas family has 

been steadfast in their 

faith.  To date our career 

paths covers all spectrums 

as we continue to be an integral 

influence in society and in our communities.

We represent family and community. This will be our first year 

awarding a scholarship to a Calvert County resident that is a 

college sophomore or junior attending a Historically Black College 

and University (HBCU).  Our main focus is education and giving 

back in support of Calvert County students.  It is our great pride 

and humble honor to support the Leap Forward organization.

May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he 

never leave us nor forsake us.

— 1Kings 8:57

Like
branches
on a tree,
we all grow
in different
directions,
but our roots
keep us all
together.

Family
    Like 
   branches
  on a tree,
 we all grow 
in different 
directions,
but our roots 
 keep us all 
  together.

Family



             is with great pleasure that LEAP Forward Inc. presents this scholarship 
in memory of BLANCHE FINCH.  As a native of Greenville, South Carolina, she was 
overjoyed to have a close-knit family.  She knew how important family ties were and 
she valued her family her entire life.  Family was everything to her.  She left an imprint 
that will mold her legacy for years for come.

After graduating from Sterling High School, she moved to Washington DC and attended 
Freedmen’s Hospital School of Nursing.  Freedmen Hospital, the predecessor to 
Howard University Hospital, was established during the Civil War to address the needs 
of thousands of African Americans who poured into the city seeking freedom. 

She was a very skilled operating room nurse who worked at hospitals throughout the 
Washington Metropolitan area.  She soared in her career.  It is understandable why she 
choose nursing.  Blanche had a heart of compassion and was the nicest person you 
could ever meet.  

Blanche was very active with the Washington DC Chapter of the National Black Nurses 
Association and helped to provide scholarships for under-served students planning to 
study nursing.

Blanche along with her husband, Bill has supported LEAP Forward for numerous years.  
It is with great pleasure that we continue to keep her commitment to our youth through 
this scholarship named in her honor for nursing students.

Her family joins in the celebration of this great honor to establish the Blanche Finch 
Memorial Scholarship.  Thank you for keeping her memory alive with the gift of “giving”.   

BLANCHE NEWTON FINCH 

Memorial Scholarship

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 501C(3) organization  
whose mission is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!

It



u is wi�h great Pleasure that LEAP Forward Inc. present: this scholarnh;p in �em� ot" 
Mr. William (Bill) Finch. As a native of Robertson County, Tennessee, Bill was the 5th oldest of nfne ..._.,...,.__���
child·ren. Growing up on the farm, he enjoyed the fellowship of a very close-knit family._ 

Bill was educated at Robertson County Public Schools and graduated from Bransford High School, 
Class of 1964. He served in the Navy for six-years. After his tour, he matriculated and graduated from 
Tennessee State University in Nashville, TN. His love for helping people led him to a career in the medical 
field. He was employed at the Veterans Administration (VA) Hospital in Washington, D.C. were he 
excelled beyond measure. Many credit Bill with their career success as he trained, mentored, and taught 
many at the VA Hospital. 

Bill had a good heart. He never met a stranger. His gift of gab made it easy for him to strike up a 
conversation with any and everybody. He was very opinionated and thought that he knew everything. He 
was always right and as soon as you realized that, the better off you were. He was a very giving man. If 
he could help you, he would without questions. He loved to laugh and his very dry sense of humor most 
often made you the butt ot his jokes. He loved long and he loved hard. Once a friend, always a friend and 
many speak of their 20, 30 and 40- years of acquaintance. In spite of his physical setbacks, he loved life. 
We are grateful for everything that he got to experience in life with his family and friends. 

His love of education was undeniable as he encouraged and sponsored many family members and friends 
with their college endeavors. 

Bill and his wife, Blanche supported LEAP Forward for numerous years. It is with great pleasure that we 
continue to keep his commitment to our youth through this scholarship named in his honor for students 
seeking a career in the medical field. His family joins in the celebration of this great honor to establish 
the Bill Finch Memorial Scholarship. His departure from this lite in December 2019, left many sad and in 
a state of unbelief. Thank you tor keeping his memory alive with the gift of "giving." 

� �-Ll;'J,Pforward.2 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forwa1d} INC is a not-tor-profit 501C(3) orgamza/lon 
whose m1ss1on is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Learn, Excel. Achieve. Perform, Explore and Rise! 

HOVlblNG IIOl't l OPPORIIJNl!Y 



-!adys Irene Henson was loved by all and was well .known as a wonderful loving wife,)'noth:er 
sister, mother-in-law, grandmother, great grandmother, great great grandmother, aunt, cousin 

and friend. To just say that she loved God would-be an understatement. Her love for God was lived 
every day and she made God the center of her life. From sun up to sun down, you would find her 
reading her Bible. Her greatest desire was to have her family know the God she served. She laid a 
foundation for her family and taught them by setting the best example of strength and selflessness. 
As a pillar of the Adelina community, she shared her wisdom and wise counseling with all. She was 
a generous woman who gave all she had to give without expecting or wanting anything in return. 

As a faithful member of Carroll Western United Methodist Church, she devoted her time to the 
Health and Welfare Committee. Her love for others was demonstrated as she visited the sick and 
shut-in. She was known for her good cooking and she assisted when called upon to help with 
social gatherings. 

Her life work included domestic work and babysitting for all of her thirty-one grandchildren. This 
gave her numerous occasions to impart her faith in God. As a teacher of life, she truly valued 
education. None of her children can say they didn't know or weren't taught because she led the 
way to knowledge. 

It is with great love that her grandson, Kevin initiates this scholarship in her memory. The two 
shared a special bond and he is grateful for her prayers, laughter, and life lessons. She gave him all 
she had to give and her love was priceless. His life continues to be blessed by her memory. She 
gave him everything he needed to get to through his life journeys. Her blessing to him is now being 
payed forward by blessings others with this scholarship. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-tor-profit 501C(3) organization 
w/Jose misswn is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Leam. Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise! 

PROVIDING HOPE & OPPORTUNITY 





“It’s better to be prepared and not go, then to go, and not be prepared.”  This 
was the motto by which Earl S. Thorne did his job and lived his life.  He also 
tried to impart this theory on the many youth he encountered in his 36-year 
career as an educator in the Calvert County Public Schools.

Doing his job meant more than just going to work.  As a classroom teacher, he 
most enjoyed teaching children with challenges, and took great pride in seeing 
them as active adults.    As a principal, he encouraged and supported his staff in 
any endeavor that he felt would be beneficial for the children. He tried to attend 
any activity in which his school was represented.

His tenacity and enthusiasm for education were also evident in his involvement 
in social and community activities.  He was a member of the Red Cross, 
Knights of Columbus, St. John Vianney Parish Council, Calvert Memorial 
Hospital Board of Directors, and appointed to the Calvert County Planning 
and Zoning Commission, Calvert County Citizens Advisory Board and several 
other organizations.  He was also very dedicated, involved, and proud of 
the accomplishments of the Calvert Sandettes and Strutters, a community 
majorette, color corps and marching band group.

In later years, he made sure his children and grandchildren were prepared for 
whatever they felt they wanted to do in life.  Part of being prepared was that one 
should always do his/her best at whatever he /she tried.

In an effort to continue his theory of being prepared and to do your best, we 
are proud to offer The Earl S. Thorne Memorial Scholarship to a deserving 
returning college student.
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