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UNITED IS
THE WAY
United Way NCA mobilizes our community so all can thrive.
Each year, hundreds of corporate partners, individual donors,
volunteers, and local nonprofits collaborate to lead collective impact and drive
measurable change across the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Northern
Virginia. Our dedicated staff and partners conduct research and create programs to
focus resources on the greatest needs within our communities. 

United Way NCA promotes
wellness by providing

physical, nutritional, and
mental health resources and

by removing systemic
barriers.

. United Way NCA is
committed to supporting
Title I schools to support

students from middle school
onward.

. United Way NCA, through our
Financial Empowerment

Centers, removes barriers to a
range of financial services.

Healthy Community Youth Opportunity Financial Secutrity

ALICE in Southern Maryland 

ALICE (Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed) Families make more
than the Federal Poverty Level but below the cost of living in our region. ALICE
Families work but still struggle to make ends meet.

Scan to learn more about
United Way NCA and ALICE

30%
of households in

Southern Maryland’s
Calvert, Charles and
St. Mary’s Counties

live below the ALICE
Threshold
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LEAP FORWARD INC. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS RECEPTION 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

 

Dear Donors, Scholars, Families, Supporters, Board Members, Sponsors, and Friends, 

 

Welcome to the 2026 LEAP Forward Inc. Scholarship Awards Program and the celebration of 
our 25th Anniversary. 

 

It is with heartfelt gratitude that I thank each of you for your unwavering support throughout our 
25+ years as an official nonprofit organization. Our journey began in 1997 with college tours and 
expanded in 1998 with scholarships. What started as a vision has grown into a lasting legacy of 
opportunity, service, and impact within our community. 

 

We have not reached this milestone alone. Your prayers, kindness, generosity, commitment, and 
belief in our mission—and in our youth—have made all the difference. 

 

As I reflect on this journey, I often ask: 

"How do you get to 25 years?" 

You get there by: 

• Remembering how God started the vision 
• Trusting Him every step of the way 
• Remaining grateful in all circumstances 
• Serving, teaching, and uplifting others 
• Stretching resources while holding on to faith 
• Listening, learning, and growing 
• Sacrificing time, talents, and treasures  
• Stepping in even when it’s not your role  
• Bringing others along on the journey 
• Celebrating both small and great successes  
• Begging as there is no shame if you have a need 
• Standing firm, staying committed, and remaining steady 
• Saying “yes’ when you really need to say “no” 
• Being rooted in something other and deeper than yourself 
• Giving back—and giving God all the glory 
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Most importantly, we stand here today profoundly grateful, knowing that this milestone belongs 
to God and to the incredible community He has encircled around us. It is not by our strength 
alone that we have come this far. We recognize God as the ultimate source, who establishes the 
work of our hands and walks beside us every step of the way (Psalm 90:17). Yet, His provision 
came to life through the vital partnerships, sacrifice, and overwhelming generosity of our donors 
and supporters. By locking hands with Him, with each other and LEAP Forward, your faithful 
support and generous contributions have become the very tools God used to fulfill this mission. 

To our 66 Scholars: You are the reason we do this work. As you move forward, may you 
discover the purpose God has prepared for you. Be bold in your faith, committed to your growth, 
and generous in your giving back. 

To our Support Village: As we celebrate 25 years of impact, we are reminded that this is not the 
end of the journey—it is only the center of even greater things to come. Together, we will 
continue to lift, inspire, and create opportunities for the next generation.   

Thank you! Sixty-nine scholarships totaling $121,000 ($1500-$3500 awards).  

As I preach to myself:  May we never lose sight of the mission, never grow weary in well doing, 
and never forget that with God, all things are possible. 

“Leaping Forward Together” 

With sincere gratitude and continued faith, 

Rhonda Thomas 

President, LEAP Forward Inc. 

    To God Be All the Glory 
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PROGRAM

LEAP Forward Inc. 25th Anniversary Celebration 

Celebrating 25 Years of Excellence and ImpactCelebrating 25 Years of Excellence and Impact 
A Silver Journey of Nurturing Students to Success-A Silver Journey of Nurturing Students to Success-

Honoring Our Legacy. Celebrating Our Impact. Inspiring The Future.Honoring Our Legacy. Celebrating Our Impact. Inspiring The Future.

Atrium

Scholar Career Exploration 

Opening Ceremonies – Mistress of Ceremonies -  Ms. Chandrai Jackson-Saunders

•	 Welcome Address
•	 Opening Prayer
•	 Occasion
•	 Vocal/Instrumental Interlude – Ms. Taylor Pratt (Scholarship recipient)

Reflections & Visions

•	 A Look Back: Interview with the First LEAPer – Mr. Gordon Taylor, District Manager
•	 Testimonies: Donor Families & Scholarship Recipients
•	 Keynote Address – Mr. Khalil Lee 

                                         Native Washingtonian Scholar Congressional Speechwriter

Intermission / Transition to Dinner

Cafeteria

Evening Reception & Awards

•	 Blessing of the Food & Dinner

•	 Scholarship Presentations

•	 LEAP Founder’s Closing Remarks – Ms. Rhonda Thomas

•	 Closing Prayer 

Thank you All for celebrating our 25Thank you All for celebrating our 25thth Anniversary with us. God Bless You! Anniversary with us. God Bless You!
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With hearts full of gratitude, we celebrate the families, organizations, patrons, sponsors, donors, 

and corporations whose generosity made this moment possible. Because of you, sixty-nine (69) 
scholarships—totaling $121,000—have been awarded, opening doors and transforming lives.  

Your kindness is a powerful reminder of what we can achieve together. We thank you all, and above 

all, we give God all the glory for guiding us to this remarkable milestone anniversary year.
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Leaping Forward Together
Destined for Success

Thank You United Way NCA
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Leaping Forward Together
Cultural Awareness Exhibits

Thank You Maryland Humanities
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Thank You 
  

for your Sponsorship of LEAP Forward Inc. 
Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed 

National Society of Black Engineers Jr. (CASH NSBE Jr.) programs. 
Because of your generosity,  

our youth are being exposed to 

Science Technology Engineering and Math 
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2026 Blessings - THANK YOU 

LEAP Forward Inc. extends heartfelt thanks to our families, friends, donors, sponsors, 
volunteers, and patrons for their continued support. It truly takes a village, and we are 
so grateful to have you as part of ours—investing in the future of our youth. We are 

beyond grateful for your generosity! 
Alberta Hawkins CCMBA Dennis and Linda Wallace 

Alfred Street Baptist Church Casey Butler McNair Deon Harrod 

Alice Plater Cassandra Easton Derek Fulford 

Almous Harrod Cynthia Thorne Carter Dianne Marie O’Leary 

Alonzo & Gwyn Ledoux Cedar Point Federal Credit Union Dianne Tavera 

Andrea Chris Banks Cedrick & Cheryl White Dillard Menchan 

Angel in the Park Charles Harris Doreen Jones 

Angela M. Crankfield-Edmond Christine Thorne Sims Dorien Minor 

Angelo Newman Cleven Jones Doris Easton 

Anna Wilson Clifton & Selena Morsell Dorrine Gross 

Archie & Sondra Gorman Connie Watts Dorthea Holt Smith 

Barbara Smith Ivory Brown Dr. Barbara Nicholos 

Bea Weems Constance James Dr. Janae Moore 

Beatrice Brown Corey Bennett Dr. Joseph & Marilyn Tiralla 

Bernice Curtis Dawn Tucker Dr. Matthew Kinnard 

Betty Linney Dale Jones Dr. Sheila Moore 

Bob Finch Danita Colbert Earlene & Leonard Greene 

Bonnie Green Darius Hockday Edwardine Commodore 

Bonnie Spell Darlene Brown EJ Miller 

Brandy Jackson Darlene Harrod Emory Thomas 

Brenda Smith Keene Dawn Ray Esther Ahiagbede (State Farm) 

Bridgette Harmon Dean Jones Evelyn W. Walker 

Butler McNair Delise Harris Faye Adams 

Calvert County NAACP Branch Delores & Thomas Hicks Faye Jones 

Carleen Adams Deltricia Boyd 

Carlene Harrod Denise Howe 

Carolyn James Denise Mcintosh 

Fandreia Bowan
 Double Good Popcorn and CFC Supporters

Time & Talent Volunteers
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Felicia Harrod Keria Thomas Mary Lauterbach 

Fred & Kathy Johnson Kevin Henson Maurice and Sheilah Irvine 

Gail Brooks Kevin Jackson, Jr. MD Humanities 

George Harrod Kevin Wilkerson, Sr. Melanie Myers 

Glenwood & Marion Brooks Kimberly Alim-Burgos Michael Torbert 

Gralen Young Kimberly Thomas Michelle Perry 

Gregory Joyner Kyle Hutzler Mike Hocton 

Gregory Woods Ladies Enterprise LLC MSEA Ethnic Minority Caucus 

Gwendolyn Adams Larry Gross Naheem Joy 

Gwyn LeDoux LaRue Barkwell Nate Lovett 

Hamilton Parran Jr. (In Memoriam) Lebowitz & Mzhen Novonne Coates 

Harry & Goldie Harrod Linda Briscoe Oreal Morsell 

Helen Holland Spriggs Linwood Harrod Oveta H. Watkins 

Henry Nicholes Jr. (In Memoriam) Lisa Glaser  

Hilton Louis Harrod Lisa Watts Paige & Barbara Jones 

Jacquelyn Brown Lomone White Pamela Thomas Berry 

James & Rachel Hicks Lula Parran ParkerSimms Management Solutions 

James Richardson Madeline & Sharon Gross Pastor Dana Jones 

Janet D. Ciccel Mae Morsell Patrice Jenkins 

Jasmine Bell Malcolm Hopewell Patricia Camp 

Joe Whitaker Mamie Mallory Phyllis Lester 

John Gray, Jr. Margaret Butler Plum Point United Methodist Church 

Joseph Parran Margo Stone Rachel Jones 

Joy Hope-Minzie Marie Scott Ralph and Eleanora Parran 

Judith Plater Marion Banks Ralph Randall 

Jackie Gilmore Marseta and Baron Dill Randi Parker 

Karen Myers Marte Suite Rantessa Anderson 

Kathy Burrell Marvin Harris Rebecca Moffet 

Kendra Jolivet Mary Bannerman Reginald Cummings 

Kenadi Wilkerson Mary Commodore Renee Gray 

Dorothy Gray Gomes
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Rhonda Saunders Sondra & Archie Gorman First Church Wash - Prayers

Rhonda Thomas Sonia Hinds Tron Gantt 

Ronald Stamps Steven Plater United Way NCA 

Rosalie Gross Sylvia Freeland Valarie Kearns 

Rosalie Harris Tammie Owens Valerie Queen 

Rose Bourne Tarah & Triana Carter Vaughn Gray 

Rose Frederick Terry & Kathy Brooks Veronica Thorne 

Samantha Parran The Mastermind Group Victoria Lodge #71 

Sandra Jones Theresa & Vaughn Thomas Walmart (Spark Good)- Dunkirk 

Senator Joanne C. Benson Thomas & Delores Hicks Wanda & Wilson Ennis, Jr. 

Sharon Clagett Tim & Adrienne Brooks Wilma Smith 

Sheila Harris Timothy & Dale Morsell Wilmo Cobb 

Lauretta Grier Timothy Joseph O’Leary Windy Willow Farm Services 

Shelby’s Grab ’n’ Go Tobi Carter Philips Yvette Sommerville 

Shore United Bank Todd Jackson Yvonne Wills (In Memoriam) 

SMECO Tonya Parran Wilkerson Ziegfred Dandan 

We applaud the fundraising efforts led by Tammie Owens, Larry Gross, 
Darlene Harrod. Excellent job!  

A BIG thank you to LEAP Forward's 2026 summer interns Jordan Dugue and 
Thomas Brown for program layout and graphics assistance.

Thank you Gwen Adams for all of your expertise with design templates and software tools. 
A BIG help.

Thank you Dorien Minor and Kimberly Thomas for the 25th Anniversary Social Media Blast. 
Impressive!

Thank you Jeanelle Ford, Trayonna Hutchins, and Jocelyn Berry for the 
25th Anniversary highlight video. Wonderful!

Thank you to the 2026 Scholarship Reception and Scholarship Committees. 

Thank You! 
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LEAP Forward, Inc.  
Board Members 2025-26

Rhonda Thomas    
President 

Kailyn Hutchins  
Vice President

Scholarship Committee Co-Chair (leapforwardscholarship@gmail.com)

Terrence Thurmon
Treasurer

Sherri Barber 
Secretary

MEMBERS 

•	 Conrad White 

•	 Joseph Berry III Scholarship Committee Co-Chair 

•	 Darlene Harrod 

•	 Triana Carter 

•	 Wilson Ennis

•	 Kimberly Thomas 

•	 Trayonna Hutchins 

•	 Riddicia Mackall 

•	 Jeanelle Ford 

•	 Tammie Owens 

•	 Volunteer Timothy Morsell 

•	 Honorary Member Peggy Leeper (In Memoriam) 
April 29, 2025 
 
 

We are actively recruiting! Interested in Serving on our Board?  
Email us at leapforwardleap@gmail.com for more information. 

2001 - 2026
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Wallace Lorenzo Leeper  

            1935-1978 

 

LEAP Forward, Inc. honors the memory of  one of  
the most outstanding counselors who served at 
Calvert High School in Calvert County, 
Maryland.

Wallace Lorenzo Leeper graduated from the Richmond, VA public schools and Virginia Union University (also in 
Richmond) with a Bachelor of Science degree in Education.  He later received his Masters Degree in Guidance from 
Indiana State University. His teaching career started in Calvert County as a History and English Teacher at Brooks 
High School.  He continued to work in the school system as a coach and guidance counselor at Calvert Senior High 
and the Calvert Vocational-Technical Center.  

His greatest enjoyment in his work was being able to secure employment for students upon graduation and even for 
those who quit school for various reasons.  He was particularly instrumental in helping students obtain entrance into 
college or other postgraduate schools. 

Wallace Lorenzo Leeper was heavily involved with the Pax-Tenn program, which was a cooperative education 
program that provided minority students college funding and employment at the Patuxent Naval Air Station (now 
known as Naval Aviation Warfare Center) in Patuxent River, MD.  More than 20 Calvert County students earned 
college engineering degrees and obtained engineering work positions through the Pax-Tenn program under Mr. 
Leeper’s guidance. 

A great number of people owe their successes in life to Wallace Lorenzo Leeper.  He worked tirelessly to support 
students and provided an extremely personal touch to counseling.  Truly a rare gift that is not prevalent in our 
school systems today.  He really cared and it showed through his actions.  What dedication! What sincerity! 

Wallace Leeper is the inspiration behind our nonprofit, LEAP Forward, Inc.  Surnamed in his honor. Wallace 
Lorenzo Leeper lived the motto “Each One - Reach One” and when he helped “one” to succeed, he looked for 
another.   
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How to Reach Us?

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
LEAP Forward, Inc.

P.O. Box 373
Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Website: www.leapforwardinc.org
Email: leapforwardinc@yahoo.com  Phone: 301.509.3872

Facebook: leapforwardinc2016
https://www.facebook.com/people/LEAP-Forward-Inc-25th-Anniversary/61586571084254/

Twitter: @leapforwardleap           lnstagram: #leapforward2
Youtube Channel

LEAP Forward inc. - YouTube

National Society of Black Engineers Jr Chapter - Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed
Website: www.cashnsbejr.com  

Facebook: Calvert County NSBE Jr. CASH 
Email: cash_nsbejr@yahoo.com

Destined4Success
Email: D4successadvisor@gmail.com

Scholarships
Website: www.leapforwardscholarship.org
Email: leapforwardscholarship@gmail.com

Applications open in January 2027

How to Give?
PaypaI Giving Program: https://www.paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2076131 

leapforwardinc@yahoo.com-PaypalDonation
CASHAPP - $leap4ward (https://cash.app/$leap4ward) 

Zelle: leapforwardinc@yahoo.com (301 337 9660)
Maryland State Employees Charitable Contributions - 52-2169397

By Check to LEAP Forward Inc. and Mail to P.O. Box above
United Way - Organization Partner ID#11193 

THANK YOU!

Give Now Campaign
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